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We are just now getting over a very busy period, including the recent elections.
| wish to take this opportunity to congratulate the people of Albanidhen
recentParliamentary vote and to offer my praise for elections that, overall,
were wellregulatedand calm.

The International Election Monitoring Mission has produced a thoughtful and
objective preliminary report that characterizes these elections as an
improvement over past practices, but that also expresses concern over
remaining flaws in the prass. | concur with these findings and urge the
Albanian authorities to build on yesterday's success to meet higher, more
demanding international standards on future occasions.

Again, | commend the people of Albania on yesterday's strong showing and offer
my best wishes for the futurédlso, | am very happy to offer you our newest version of the Embassy
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Ambassador and Albanian President Topi Urge
&® Albanians to Vote

On June 28, Ambassador Withers met with Albanian President
Topi and Ambassador Bosch of the OSCE. The three

J discussed Election Day and how encouraging it was to see
Albanians actively patrticipate in their democracy by voting.

The Ambassador urged Albanian citizens to vote and

reminded everyone of the imp ortance of the day not only for them, but for the future of
Albanian children.

REAATET Ambassador Urges Albanians to Vote on June 28
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One June 24, Ambassador John L. Withers participated in a
& ceremony where monitors from the two Albanian NGOs, ECA
(Elections to Conduct Agency) and KRIIK that will carry out



the Parallel Vote Tabulation were accredited. OSCE Ambassador Bosch and CEC Chairman

Ristani also participated at the ceremony. Ambassador Withers highlighted the importance

of the first parallel vote count ever to be conducted in an Albanian parliamentary election

SURMHFW VD\LQJ 33$V HO H Fiwliewe thst yoiRuQdewtaénd We role that civil

society must play in these elections. You understand that public acceptance of results

GHSHQGV RQ D SURFHVY VHHQ DV WU D Q Wdtbdstexpissddt$H DQG IDLU °
government support for a free and de mocratic process and encouraged all the Albanian

citizens to exercise the most cherished of all civil rights - the right to vote

&'5 ORRUH 37KH DOOLDQFH DQG IULHQGVKLS EHWZF
FRXQWULHV LV YHU\ VWURQJ’

American Defense Attaché CDR. Brian Moore g ave a farewell

interview for the Ministry of Defense official newspaper

Ushtria. CDR Moore highlighted the positive reforms that

Albania has accomplished in the military field and expressed

KLV KDSSLQHVVY WR KDYH EHHQ LQ WKH FRXQWU\ GX
NATO i nvitation and membership. Asked about his impressions of Albania, CDR Moore was
TXRWHG DV VD\LQJ 3, WKLQN $OEDQLDQV DUH WRHYPRBVWKDWD F LKRDX\H SR S
OHDYH $OEDQLD EXW $OEDQLD ZLOO QHY MK IO HFRXIQ WX UTK HROWWWH
collaboration, CDR Moore said that U.S. and Albania will continue to work side by side, for
all those who want to live in peace and harmony.

Peace Corps Volunteer in Kukes leads students to
leadership and intercultural exchange in UK

Through a grant from the European Commission and
generous financial support from the US Embassy Public
Affairs Office, Albanian secondary school teacher Aurora
Haxhiu and Peace Corps Volunteer Tienmu Ma of Kukés
successfully led 10 students from northeast Albania in an 11 -
day leadership and intercultural exchange held in the United
Kingdom. The exchange was made possible by the European Commission's Youth in Action
Program and was held at Green Templeton College of the University of Oxford. Along with
12 British youth, Albani  an participants participated in seminars, presentations, and cultural
events designed to broaden their cultural horizons and to enable them to serve their
communities more effectively through activism and volunteer projects. The students from
Kukes will s hare their experience on the leadership course with other students from several
high schools in the region by organizing summer workshops and roundtables at the
American Corner in Kukes.



