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Wel come to the second edition of t he
newsl etter, Al nsi de U. Bhis Mayme adebrgted Menmodah a .
Day and | hope that we will all take a moment to reflect on what our brave

service men and women, both Albanian and American, have done in efforts

to bring peace and prosperity to this world.

| have personally visited several cit ies in this great country of Albania.

From Shkodér to Gjirokaster, | have seen with my own eyes the generous,
hardworking, and gracious nature of the Albanian people. | like to remind
everyone that I am not the U.S. Ambass
Ambassador to all of Albania. So, | look forward to my visits to other cities

in Albania throughout the rest of my tenure here.

We have highlighted efforts this month to promote the bilateral relationship
between the United States and Albania. As always, f or a fuller view of what is happening in our
mission feel free to visit our website at http://tirana.usembassy.gov/ ) or the Embass
page at http://www.facebook.com/pages/Tirana -Albania/US -Embassy -Tirana/74591195837

Students of Elbasan Meet America

Oon May 29t h, a cl ass of student s fr
University in Elbasan vi si ted the Embassy as part
Program. On this visit the students met with Public Affairs Officer Bix Aliu
and Consular Officer Abby Aronson who spoke to the students about the
work of the U.S. Embassy in Tirana as well as the specifi ¢ roles and
functions of their perspective offices. The visit concluded with a special
visit from Ambassador John Withers. The students asked the Ambassador
a variety of questions, ranging from differences between the American
and Albanian forms of gover  nment, as well as the role of Albania into
NATO. The Ambassador expressed to the students how much he loves his

job and how much he appreciates meeting students who are going to be the future leaders of this

wonderful country.

Ambassador Withers Swears in New Peace Corps Volunteers

On May 28 Ambassador Withers took pa
In Ceremony to welcome 33 new volunteers to Albania. The ceremony
was held in the Skampa Theater and was also attended by the Ma

Elbasan, Qazim Sejdini.



http://tirana.usembassy.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Tirana-Albania/US-Embassy-Tirana/74591195837

Art and Culture Break Down Barriers

On May 27, PAO Bix Aliu appeared as
show iStar Ac@md emyhe. speci al AAmer i cd
competitors sang and danced to American music. Bix congratulated the
s howd s Zana €dla for supporting the development of art and culture
and for turning dreams into reality. Commenting on a footage that
showed the competitors talking about the elections, Bix noted the quick
progress that Al baniads yout h chievdopmeatd e
Al 6ve noticed that these young peopheye
understand that individual democratic development is very important and
t hat the right to vote and <civic participation 1is
showed what art and culture can make possible, |ike

Students of Gjirokastér Meet America
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u &] Program. The students met with the Information Resource Ce
Director who spoke to the students about the activities and services of
Information Resource Center. The highlight of their visit to the Embassy wa
meeting with Ambassador John WitherShe students asked the Ambassado
variety of questions, ranging from President Obama, the differences bet
the American and Albanian forms of government, as well as the degre
difficulty to which the Ambassador finds his job. The Ambassadoesged to
the students how much he loves his job and how much he appreciates
Albanian people and their hospitality.

US Diplomat Interviewed by American Press

While in her hometown in Massachusetts this month, USAID/Albania's
Mission Director, Roberta ~ Mahoney, met with her local newspaper, the
Stoneham Sun, about how she entered the Foreign Service, her work as a
Peace Corps Volunteer in Fiji, and USAID's program in Albania. To read

the article, please visit: Stoneham native earns top foreign post at USAID
- Stoneham, MA - Stoneham Sun




